IN THE CLAIMS : 

1.-30. Canceled. 

31 . (currently amended) A method of reducing increased vascular pressure in a 
vein in the presence offerees applied external to the vein, the method including the steps of: 

providing a reinforcement structure arranged to continuously overlie, aRd-in 
adjacent relation to, a wall of a vein, the reinforcement structure having a longitudinal 
dimension and a cross-sectional dimension, th o l ongitud i na l dimens i on b ei ng groator 
than tho cross soot i ona l dimension, the reinforcement structure being longitudinally 
flexible and cross-sectionally resistant to area change; and 

overlying the wall of the vein with the reinforcement structure. 

32. (original) The method of claim 31 wherein the overlying step includes the step of 
overlying an outer wall of the vein with the reinforcement structure. 

33. (original) The method of claim 31 wherein the overlying step includes the step of 
overlying an inner wall of the vein with the reinforcement structure. 

34. (original) The method of claim 33 further including the step of guiding the 
reinforcement staicture into position within the vein through a catheter. 

35. (original) The method of claim 33 wherein the reinforcement structure is initially in 
a collapsed state and expandable to a deployed state and wherein the method further 
includes the steps of positioning the reinforcement structure within the vein while the 
reinforcement structure is in the collapsed state and thereafter expanding the reinforcement 
structure to the deployed state. 

36. (original) The method of claim 35 wherein the expanding step includes the step of 
expanding the reinforcement structure with a balloon. 
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37. (original) The method of claim 35 further including the steps of feeding a catheter 
having a distal end into the vein until the distal end is at a desired position within the vein and 
thereafter, advancing the reinforcement structure through the catheter to the desired position. 

38. Canceled. 

39. (currently amended) The method of claim 38 31 wherein the overlying step 
includes the step of overlying an outer wall of the a renal vein with the reinforcement device. 

40. (currently amended) The method of claim 38 31 wherein the ov o rl i e overlving 
step includes the step of overlying an inner wall of the a renal vein with the reinforcement 
device. 

41. -44. Canceled. 

45. (currently amended) The method of claim 38 31 wherein the renal vein is the 
left renal vein and wherein the overlying steps includes the step of overlying the wall of the 
left renal vein with the reinforcement device at a desired position where the left renal vein 
crosses the aorta. 

46. - 50. Canceled. 

51. (original) A method of treating preeclampsia, the method including the steps of: 

providing a vascular reinforcement device; and 

placing the vascular reinforcing device adjacent to a wall of the left renal vein in 
a position which overlies the aorta. 

52. (original) The method of claim 51 wherein the placing step includes implanting the 
vascular reinforcement device within the left renal vein. 
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53. (original) The method of claim 52 wherein the implanting step includes the step of 
guiding the vascular reinforcement device into position with the left renal vein through a 
catheter. 

54. (original) The method of claim 52 wherein the vascular reinforcement device is 
initially in a collapsed state and expandable to a deployed state and wherein the method 
further includes the steps of positioning the vascular reinforcement device within the vein 
while the vascular reinforcement device is in the collapsed state and thereafter expanding the 
vascular reinforcement device to the deployed state. 

55. (original) The method of claim 54 wherein the expanding step includes the step of 
expanding the vascular reinforcement device with a balloon. 

56. Canceled. 

57. (original) A method of treating hypertension associated with obesity, the method 
including the steps of: 

providing a vascular reinforcement device; and 

placing the vascular reinforcing device adjacent to a wall of the left renal vein in 
a position which overlies the aorta. 

58. (original) The method of claim 57 wherein the placing step includes implanting the 
vascular reinforcement device within the left renal vein. 

59. (original) The method of claim 58 wherein the implanting step includes the step of 
guiding the vascular reinforcement device into position within the left renal vein through a 
catheter. 

60. (original) The method of claim 58 wherein the vascular reinforcement device is 
initially in a collapsed state and expandable to a deployed state and wherein the method 
further includes the steps of positioning the vascular reinforcement device within the vein 
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while the vascular reinforcement device is in the collapsed state and thereafter expanding the 
vascular reinforcement device to the deployed state. 

61. (original) The method of claim 60 wherein the expanding step includes the step of 
expanding the vascular reinforcement device with a balloon. 

62. -65. Canceled. 
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